The Wisdom of God

“For since in the wisdom of God the world did not come to
know God through wisdom, it was the will of God through the
foolishness of the proclamation to save those who have
faith. For Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom,
but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles.”
1 Corinthians 1:21-23
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= \:5\: ©  When Jesus came to earth as a baby, the Jewish
2] S= = people had been watching and waiting for the
‘ £  promised Savior for centuries. They had read and
learned what the prophets of the Old Testament had foretold
about the Messiah and they waited expectantly.

What they didn’t expect was for the promised Messiah
to come as a baby who would be born in a stable, to a
poor family. They didn’t expect Him to be a newborn
sleeping in a manger, or to grow up learning carpentry
0, in thelittle town of Nazareth.

They expected a king in fine robes, with lots of
money, and a fine house. They thought He would
come and rule and put the corrupt leaders in
their places.

So how much more surprised were the people to realize
that Jesus, the poor boy who grew up quietly, lived
humbly, and was later crucified on a cross, was
actually the Son of God - their long-awaited Messiah.
This is the wisdom of God. God uses love, humility, and quiet
to do more than we can imagine.

Your cross, O Lord,
So the next time you feel confused about your life or unsure is the key to paradise
why things are the way they are, remember, God has a plan, and unlocks its gates for us
4 and it may not be what we expect. that were closed by Adam’s sin.
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In the beginning of Jesus’s public ministery, when he met
the Pharisee Nicodemus, he told him that just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up. In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is now in
Jerusalem where he will soon suffer and die on the cross
and he tells the people: “And when [ am lifted up from the
earth, [ will draw everyone to myself.”

Whatis Jesus trying to say to the people?
Well, the good and devout Jewish people
would understand the story of Moses and the
bronze serpent. While Moses was leading the
people through the desert to the
Promised Land, the people grumbled
against God and were struck by seraph serpents -
poisonous snakes that killed them. God then told Moses to
malke a bronze serpent, put it on a pole, and raise it up.
Anyone who looked at the bronze serpent would be saved.

Saint Augustine famously said: “the New Testament is
hidden in the Old, and the Old Testament is unveiled in the
New.” We call this typology as there are “types” - people,
events, or things - in the Old Testament that foreshadow
or actas a preview for Jesus. Typology shows us how God
planned the story of salvation from the very beginning!

During the time of Jesus, the cross was a brutal and harsh
form of punishment. But when Jesus was raised up on the
cross, he transformed it into the gate to salvation. It was on
the cross where Jesus willingly died to pay the penalty for
human sin, and restored the gap between God and
humanity. It is no longer a symbol of torture, but rather a
bridge to eternal life.

Did you know?

What you
TYPOLOGY can do
An important part of
reading the Old Testament : -
of the Bible is to Spend@mpiflis week
praying infront of a

understand the use of
typology. A “type” is a
person, event, or thing in
the Old Testament that

Crucifix and meditate on
Christ’s love for you.

points forward to someone Ask the Lordto help you
or something in the New see His plannand purpose
Testament, especially for you.

Jesus Christ. Typology
helps us to see the
awesome and incredible
plan God had for us from
the beginning.

Tell someone that Jesus
loves them.

Crack the code by writing the correct letter above each cross. Hint: the
secret message comes from a Maronite prayer for today’s feast day.
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